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‘AWOL’ dog shelter head faces possible 
termination
By Tim Gannon | July 20, 2011 in Featured Stories, News
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BARBARAELLEN KOCH PHOTO | Lou Coronesi manages the town's 
Animal Shelter on Youngs Avenue in Calverton.

Embattled Riverhead Town animal control officer and dog shelter head Lou Coronesi will be the subject of a 
civil service law hearing that could result in his termination or suspension, town officials say.

Mr. Coronesi, who has held his current position since 1999, has long drawn the ire of local animal activists 
and shelter volunteers, who have publicly asked the Town Board on several occasions to replace him, even 
though Town Board members say his employment is a personnel issue they can’t discuss in public.

On July 6, the board authorized the appointment of attorney Valerie Marvin to conduct what’s known as an 
Article 75 hearing under civil service law. An Article 75 hearing is required before any civil service 
employee can be fired. Although the resolution to hire Ms. Marvin does not name the employee, it states that 
the town “authorized the suspension without pay for up to 30 days of the employee, effective the day after the 
service of the charges upon the employee and pending the hearing and determination of those charges.”

Councilman Jim Wooten said Tuesday that Mr. Coronesi is the subject of that hearing and that the town is 
trying to remove him from the animal control officer position on the grounds that he has missed numerous 
days of work.

“He’s been AWOL,” Mr. Wooten said.

The Article 75 hearing was originally scheduled for Monday but has been postponed to another, as yet 
unscheduled, date.

Police Chief David Hegermiller, whose department oversees the animal control unit, declined to comment, 
saying it was a personnel issue.  
Mr. Coronesi could not be reached for comment. A call was made to his home and to Eastern Wildlife 
Services, a business for which he is listed as a principal. The latter number was disconnected.

The conflict regarding Mr. Coronesi came to a head in December when a dog named Bruno was euthanized. 
At the time, Supervisor Sean Walter stated publicly that the dog had bitten a child, but the bite report filed 
with the county health department said the dog had bitten his 22-year-old owner, who was trying to break up 
a fight between Bruno and another dog at his home in Wading River. The report described the bite as “three 
superficial wounds” to the man’s left hand.
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Mr. Walter would later say he was just repeating information given to him by Mr. Coronesi, whom the 
supervisor has also publicly defended.

Mr. Coronesi’s critics have also cited an incident that occurred in Arizona in 2003, in which Mr. Coronesi
was convicted of hunting without a license, possessing wildlife unlawfully and possessing restricted wildlife 
— all misdemeanors. Those charges stemmed from allegations that he illegally took a gila monster and a very 
small diamondback rattlesnake.
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In the case of "bruno", anyone with a American Staffordshire Terrier, American PitBull Terrier, American Bulldog, Old English Bulldog, etc... 
should have the common sense to own a breaking stick for emergency usage, or a hose connected to running water to break up even the potential 
of a dog fight...  
 
Now, those that raise "fighting dogs" or dogs "bred to fight", well I wouldnt know... for my Pit does not have the chance to get involved with any 
dog or child or other human to that degree.... However, people should get their facts straight about what breed of dog, what age of the person was 
involved, how the accident occured, and whether any corrective action or preventative action was taken.  
 
But then, along with that sad story, the AWOL leader of the riverhead shelter just up and disapeared... gee, what a shock. It's really quite sad when 
it's the animals and the people that care for them suffer... Then the town has to run an article 75 to assess the situation concerning the AWOL 
leader and the "private personnel matter"... If this is how we treat our animals, who give us unconditional love whether we have been gone three 
days or three hours, why is it such a shock that we treat the people of our town the same way? 
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RT @rvhdnewsreview Riverhead's ‘AWOL’ dog shelter head faces possible termination http://t.co/AE01w8m
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Riverhead's ‘AWOL’ dog shelter head faces possible termination http://fb.me/11dCjIZ8c
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